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Fireweed outbreak across SEQ 

Producers are encouraged to watch out for a yellow, daisy-like plant 
appearing in SEQ coastal pastures from the border, scenic rim, to 
Gympie and beyond.  Fireweed is toxic to livestock when green in 
pastures, or dry in hay or silage. Symptoms of cattle and horse 
poisoning include reduced weight gain, loss of appetite, wandering, 
sensitivity to sunlight and jaundice.  Liver sclerosis and death can 
occur.  Pasture yield has declined up to 70% in fireweed infestations 
across New South Wales. Prevent wind-borne fireweed seeds 
establishing by maintaining dense pasture cover and manage any 
small isolated infestations. The multi-stemmed annual or short-lived 
perennial plants grow 20 to 50cm tall.  Leaves are alternate, variable 
in shape and have serrated margins. The yellow daisy-like flower 
typically has 13 petals. 
 
Fireweed is one of the new Weeds of National Significance (WoNS), 
which helps focus a national effort on preventing new infestations and 
increased commitment to manage the weed. For more information on 
fireweed contact WoNS national coordinator Bronwen Wicks (02) 4828 
6632, AgForce Weeds Committee or visit WoNS fireweed strategy or 
read Biosecurity QLD Fireweed Pestfact. 
     
From the Farmer Community Newsletter December 2012 issue: 
To learn more about the basics of Nitrogen Fertiliser - follow this 
link. 
 

Take some time out and have a look at Rob Ashdown’s fabulous blog 
and website.  He is an incredible photographer and avid nature nut for 
our region. 
 
www.robertashdown.com/blog 
 
                 

 
    site www.robertashdown.com     

blog www.robertashdown.com/blog        

 

Here we are at the start of a new 
year – and what a year it will be! 

All over the Pittsworth district, it 
seems everyone has been busy 
out and about craning their 
necks to find koalas – and we are 
thrilled and amazed at the 
response to our Koalas in your 
Backyard project. 

Thank you to everyone who 
completed a survey form and 
returned it.  It’s never too late to 
let us know about koalas you 
have seen or stories you have 
about koalas in the past. 

Our hard working Project Officer 
Liz Todd has been applying for 
funding so that we can assist 
landholders to plant and 
maintain trees for koala habitat 
in the Pittsworth district. 

We continue to welcome any 
feedback to ensure this 
newsletter remains relevant to 
the landholders in the Pittsworth 
Mt Tyson districts. 

Please let your friends and 
neighbours know they can 
subscribe for free.  Just send an 
email to the Secretary 
pittsworth@darling-downs-
landcare.org.au. 

If you would like to talk to any of 
the committee, their contact 
details are on the back page. 

We welcome your news too, so 
please forward your written 
and/or photographic interests to 
the Secretary 
pittsworth@darling-downs-
landcare.org.au. 

* What land management 
methods are working for you on 
your property? 

* Are you worried about a weed 
or plant you are finding difficult 
to control? 

Share your sightings of our 
wonderful flora and fauna- and 
the feral pests too… 

…and any other topic you think 
might be of interest to others 
who care about the land. 

 

 

 

http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/fireweed/
http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/documents/Biosecurity_EnvironmentalPests/IPA-Fireweed-PP31.pdf
http://ecm74.com/rp/10005/process.clsp?t=29D8D3E4F8026E57CEE657A76C8DCF9F6EEBCE6D0ADEABE1A54F4A1FEFCAABFFF
http://ecm74.com/rp/10005/process.clsp?t=29D8D3E4F8026E57CEE657A76C8DCF9F6EEBCE6D0ADEABE1A54F4A1FEFCAABFFF
http://www.robertashdown.com/blog
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Raining cats and data 

Almost 1400 years of rainfall data has been collected from landholders on the Darling Downs as 
part of Condamine Alliance’s latest project to map the region’s water assets. Sixty-two 
landholders provided an average of 32 years of rainfall data each. One landholder had records 
dating back to 1905. The project is part of the Condamine Alliance Science Program and 
funded with support from the Australian government Department of Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities. Condamine Alliance engaged Toowoomba 
Landcare Group to recruit suitable landholders and gather and process the rainfall data. One 
hundred people registered to participate in the project and 62 were selected based on their 
location in priority areas on which there was little historical rainfall data. A priority area was 
any location in the Condamine catchment not within a five kilometre radius of the normal 
rainfall data collection area of the Bureau of Meteorology. Toowoomba Landcare Group 
Coordinator Marien Stark said participating landholders were eager to share their records, and 
their process for collecting them. Read the full story here. 

National Landcare Conference - A community perspective 

For community Landcare volunteers (we were the minority), the National Landcare Conference 
was a great networking opportunity - to meet like-minded people from all over Australia and 
overseas, to hear about projects, and to be inspired. There were 600 participants at the 
biennial conference held this year at the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre in Darling 
Harbour. Field trips on the Monday (I enjoyed a short urban Landcare jaunt around the harbour 
foreshores) were followed by two days of large auditorium sessions and smaller group 
presentations. The plenary sessions (that means everyone together, I discovered) involved the 
big picture discussions and the big name people - eg Mia Friedman, Peter FitzSimons, Tim 
Flannery, Ian Lowe and David Suzuki via video link from Canada. Friedman and FitzSimons 
impressed on us older citizens the need to embrace social media to connect with the wider 
community.  Read the full story here. 
 

 
Downs farmers plough on with sustainable farming 

Farmers across the north-east Downs will receive support to help them with their efforts to 
create more sustainable farming operations. Condamine Alliance has engaged North East 
Downs Landcare (NED)  to work with local farmers as part of a new agriculture project 
Improving soils, pastures and productivity in the NED area. The five-month project will expand 
on previous initiatives undertaken with landholders in the area to increase knowledge and 
understanding of sustainable farming practices and technologies. Condamine Alliance 
Manager - Agriculture Andrew McCartney said farmers in the north-east Downs region had 
shown a great interest in finding ways to further improve and protect their land. “We are 
fortunate to have many farmers in our region who are leading the charge in sustainable 
farming,” he said. “We are pleased to be able to partner with NED Landcare for this project to 
support farmers in this way.”  Read the full story here. 

 
Better pastures for better horses 

According to industry expert Mariette van den Berg, if you want to turn your pastures into 
healthy grasslands for your horses, you have to start improving your soil. Afterall the soil 
grows the grass the horse feeds on! Condamine Alliance is partnering with Toowoomba 
Landcare Group to help local land holders and horse lovers alike take care of their horses and 
paddocks from the ground up. The horse paddock management workshop, Better Pastures, 
Better Horses will be held in Drayton on 9 February 2013. This thought provoking and practical 
workshop will be presented by industry expert Mariette van den Berg.The workshop is a great 
opportunity to hear from Mariette on topics including the current challenges we are facing with 
horse and land management, vision and planning, horse nutrition, behaviour, digestive and 
metabolic disorders, pasture for horses, grass species, plant physiology, soil development, 
ecosystem management, tools to manage ecosystems, sacrifice areas and slow feeding 
systems. Read the full story here. 

 
  

http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=84316&LID=359703&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fraining-cats-and-data
http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=72059&LID=288398&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fnational-landcare-conference-a-community-perspective
http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=84316&LID=359705&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fdowns-farmers-plough-on-with-sustainable-farming
http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=84316&LID=359707&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fbetter-pastures-for-better-horses


 

 

 
Warwick to host hundreds of landcarers at 24th state conference 

 It’s months away, but Warwick residents are already preparing for hundreds of landcarers 
who’ll be visiting the district for the 24th annual Landcare Conference in September this year. 
Condamine Headwaters Landcare Group has been announced as the 2013 Queensland 
Landcare Conference host, bringing together hundreds of land managers, extension staff and 
researchers finding solutions for balancing healthy habitats and profitable production. Andrew 
O’Dea, President Condamine Headwaters Landcare said the event was a unique opportunity to 
showcase the best of the Southern Downs and surrounding districts. “We’re going to be 
bringing hundreds of land managers to Warwick, from across the State,” Andrew said. “As well 
as offering exceptional speakers, workshops, skills sessions and field trips, we’re also going to 
make sure that people have adequate time to explore the district and all it has to offer.” Read 
the full story here. 

Invitation from Qld Museum 

FREE Backyard Explorer Workshop – 17th March Lockyer Valley 

Noel Starick (QM Honorary), Carol Stephens (President Citizens of the Lockyer Inc.) and Rod 
Hobson, (Resource Ranger, Queensland National Parks and Wildlife) I will be running a whole 
day FREE Backyard Explorer Workshop on Sunday 17 March in the Lockyer Valley.  
 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. RSVP by 3rd March to christine.lambkin@qm.qld.gov.au  
The agenda for the day is as follows: 

8.00 am  : Meet at ‘Rainforest Gully’ Sawpit Gully Rd Rockmount. Collection methods 
demonstrated. Participants collect samples. 
9:30 am  :  Travel to Mt Campbell Rd Stockyard to survey Sheoak and Brigalow sites. 
Participants collect samples. 
11.00 am :  Travel to Stockyard Creek Community Hall for morning tea. Some goodies 
to share would be appreciated!  Free cold drinks, tea & coffee. 
11:30 am -12:30 pm :  Project design & invertebrate identification  
12:30 – 1:30 pm  :  Make your own lunch from bread rolls, cold meat, fresh salads and 
fruit provided.  Free cold drinks, tea & coffee. 
1:30  –  4.00 pm  :  Sample sorting and invertebrate identification 
3.00 – 3:30 pm   :  Afternoon tea. Free cold drinks, tea & coffee. 
4.00 – 5.00 pm  :   Data collation and reporting 

Children are welcome to participate but must be accompanied and supervised by an adult. 

Maps and further details will be provided after booking. Any queries contact me on 
christine.lambkin@qm.qld.gov.au. 
If participants are only able to make one session for the day, please contact me to discuss that 
option. 
 

 

 
PITTSWORTH LANDCARE COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 
Website address:  http://www.pittsworth.darling-downs-landcare.org.au 
Email:  pittsworth@darling-downs-landcare.org.au 
 

Ann Whitton President 4693 8215 

Paula Halford Secretary 46938186 

Pam Postle Treasurer 46931530 

Frank Goodall Vice President 4693 1979 

Steve Siebenhausen Vice President 4693 8168 

Liz Todd Project Officer 0457 831 512 

Kaye Goodall Membership 46931530 

Nikki MacQueen Website 4693 8186 

 

http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=84316&LID=359724&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fwarwick-to-host-hundreds-of-landcarers-at-24th-state-conference
http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=11502655&KID=84316&LID=359724&O=http%3a%2f%2fwww.condaminealliance.com.au%2fnews%2fwarwick-to-host-hundreds-of-landcarers-at-24th-state-conference
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